Today, you will read two articles titled "America by Tricycle" and "Magellan's
Madness." As you read, think about the events of the articles and what they
teach you. Answer the questions to help you write an essay.
Read the article titled "America by Tricycle" by Janet Buckwalter. Then answer
Questions 1 through 3.

AppleSeeds' writer janet Buckwalter says, "Once upon
a time a lady decided to travel across America on her
tricycle. She wanted to see the flowers and trees, to

enjoy the flavors of local foods, to sit on a porch with
a total stranger and walk away with a new friend. This
story is about choosing to live slowly
and enjoy each moment of the day."
(0 "My little sister rides a tricycle too. She's
four years old. How old are you?" Imagine
the girl's surprise when I told her I'm 51
and riding across America! My trike isn't
like the one you rode when you were little.
It's fast and comfortable, and I don't need to worry
about falling down.
by Janet Buckwalter

I rode with lots of different people along the way.
Albert was from the Netherlands and I traded him a

bottle of chocolate milk for a handful of gingersnap
cookies. Mark, a big guy covered with tattoos, shared
his breakfast as we sat in the grass watching the sunrise.
Starting this journey, I wasn't thinking about the
finish line 4,000 miles away. I only needed to pedal a
few miles until I found a place to buy lunch. Then ride

a little farther to a camping spot. If I kept doing this

I would eventually reach

my goal; I want to bike
from the Atlantic Ocean

to the Pacific Ocean!
I met kind strangers
who offered water and

/7j sandwiches. Churches left
^ doors unlocked so bicycle
riders could come in for
rest and shelter. Firefighters
invited me to spend the
night at the station.
Sometimes children
rode their bikes alongside me. In one town I saw huge

tractor tires, lined with tarps and tilled with water
tor wading pools for the kids.

"Rip ... scratch, scratch, scratch!" The sound rang

^ in my ears in the night. Uh oh, 1 had left a bag of trash
on the picnic table. The next morning, the park ranger

*to 11,542 feet

said that they had problems with bears visiting the

change in elevation

night before. Another evening, coyotes sang me to sleep
I joined a Midwest town in welcoming an Armv

fn ) ""J* hoirle- They had spent a year in Irag. At 11
O o clock at night, the main street was lined with people

states crossed:

(Virginia, Kentucky, Illinois,
Missouri, Kansas & Colorado)

waving flags. Two busloads of American soldiers drove
through town with a police escort.

Along my journey, I learned to appreciate simple
things: a bed and pillow, a drink of cold water, and
a warm shower. I learned that you don't need lots

of money to be happy. Most of all I learned that our
country is full of kind and generous people
2009 I'll start the final 1,700 miles of my
journey across America. I'll pedal
^ across Wyoming, Montana,
Idaho, and Oregon. So if you see
a silver-haired lady traveling on a ^-r
trike, be sure to smile and wave.
And I sure would appreciate a

range in temperature

45 pounds
of gear hauled
miles

ridden each day

50 days
on the road

turkey sandwich and a cold glass

of chocolate milk!

traveled

1. Part A

What was one of the greatest lessons Janet learned about people on her

journey?
a. There are good people who are willing to share and help.
b. Bears will eat garbage if you leave it out.
c. The simple things in life are what matter most.
d. People really appreciate their veterans.

PartB
Which statement best supports the answer to Part A?

a. "I joined a Midwest town in welcoming an Army unit home."
b. "...I learned that our country is full of kind and generous people."
c. "...they had problems with bears visiting the night before."

d. "I learned to appreciate simple things: a bed and pillow, a drink of cold
water, and a warm shower."

2. Part A

Why might most people be afraid to take such a journey?
a. They might be afraid of the animals they'll see.
b. It's a long trip to take by tricycle.

c. They might not find kind people to help them out.
d. They might not have a place to sleep.

Part B
Which detail from "America by Tricycle" supports the answer to Part A?

a. "...coyotes sang me to sleep."

b. "...I'll start the final 1,700 miles of my journey across America."

c. "Churches left doors unlocked so bicycle riders to come in for rest and
shelter."
d. "...the finish line 4,000 miles away."

3. Part A

Read this sentence from Paragraph 8 of the story.

Most of all I learned that our country is full of kind and
generous people.

This sentence shows that people are very helpful. In what ways are the

helpful?
a. They care for their veterans from Iraq.
b. They ride with Janet to keep her company.
c. They call her to tell her if there is a problem.
d. They share their food and open up their doors to strangers.

Part B
Which detail from the story best supports the answer to Part A?

a. "Firefighters invited me to spend the night at the station."
b. "Two busloads of American soldiers drove through town with a police
escort.

c. "Sometimes children rode their bikes alongside me."
d. "The park ranger said they had problems with bears..."

Read the article titled "Magellan's Madness" by Lori Calabrese. Then answer
questions 4 through 6.

magchan's
by Lori Calabrese ® illustrated by David Kooharian

Ferdinand Magellan's Ideas
were as big as the world.
As it turned out, the

world was bigger thou
he—and everyone
else—-thought

Tti0 SCARCH
0 Nearly 500 years ago, on
September 20, 1519, five ships
sailed from Spain. As the ships
set out across the Atlantic
Ocean, only one man knew
their goal. Magellan, a
Portuguese sailor, hoped to

find a passage from the Atlantic
to the Pacific Ocean. Some said this route

went straight through the tip of South

Theie they

Thpre were no lignts except cu j j

And the ships had no source of power except for wmd and
rowing In the dark, the ships communicated with eac

other by torchlight. If ships were in trouble, SQllors ^
a cannon. Nane of the ships had accurate maps or docks.

Td they had no way to tell what™ ^
So the sailors were unable to prepare for the fierce

that struck the ships. With no refrigeration, food could spoil
quickly. Much of their food was preserved with salt. They
ate a lot of pork, sardines, dried fish, and hard biscuits.
Three hard months passed. Using the stars for guidance,
Magellan and his crews finally made it across the Atlantic
to the coast of Brazil.
Once they reached South America, the ships headed

1^7^ south, along the coast. They were looking for the passage
Magellan had heard of. But winter had come. For the safety
of his men, Magellan decided to stop the search
until spring. They had reached what
is now Patagonia in Argentina.
For many months, the men
shivered in unheated _j\

huts and ships in the
port of St. Julian. —-

They hunted
seals arid

penguins for food
They repaired
their ships in
frozen clothes

that crackled
as they moved

One of the
ships was
wrecked in
a storm. The
men were

unhappy.

FOUND!
When the
worst of the
winter had
passed, Magellan
and his men sailed
south once more. At

long last, 13 months
after leaving Spain,

Magellan found
the passage he had
been looking for.

The ships sailed inland.
The journey was difficult
through the narrow,
winding, channel. Thirty-eight
days later, they reached the Pacific. Magellan
wept at the sight. He gave this "new" ocean a name.
He called it Pacific, which means calm, peaceful.

Q

They steered into the Pacific where no European
had sailed before. Without strong winds, they drifted in
the heat. Their drinking water went bad. The biscuits—
an important part of the men's diet-crumbled into a
dirty powder, swarming with insects. The sailors ate

rats they caught on the ships. They tore leather off the

1,

010 YOU KNOW?
Today the passage

Magellan found is
named for him:

the Strait of Magellan

ships' masts and chewed it. Many men fell ill; many died.
The crew buried their bodies at sea.
After three months, Magellan and his men saw land.

©

But the natives did not want these strangers landing on
their island. They attacked the ships with arrows. So the
men sailed on.

At last, the ships found land where they could anchor.

They had reached the Philippine Islands. They were
not far from their destination, the Spice Islands. Sadly,
Magellan was killed there during a battle.

H0ADiNG HOIVie
With their leader gone, the sailors' spirits sank.

©

But they sailed on and finally reached the Spice Islands.
While they were there, the remaining sailors traded
cloth for cinnamon and cloves. Then they began the
journey home.
Three years and one month after leaving Spain,
only one of the five ships reached home. Out of more
than 200 men who set out, only 18 survived.

(jl) Although
Magellan didn't
live to celebrate, he
is remembered today
as the leader of the
first around-the-world

journey in history.
Magellan's voyage not only
proved that the world was
round, but also that it

was possible to sail all
the way around it.

Many people believe
that Magellan's
voyage was the
most remarkable
in history. What do

you think?

4. Part A

Why did Magellan want to reach the Pacific Ocean?
a. He wanted to learn more about the stars.
b. He wanted to trade spices.
c. He wanted to create a shortcut to help European traders.
d. He wanted to overcome hardships.

Part B
Which statement best supports the answer to Part A?
a. "...he would shorten the journey to the Spice Islands."
b. "Using the stars for guidance..."

c. "The biscuits...crumbled into a dirty powder, swarming with insects."
d. "Magellan and hi screw were going to trade for cinnamon and cloves.."

5. Part A

What was the most important result of Magellan's journey?

a. He helped to prove the world was round.
b. He discovered the Pacific Ocean.
c. He gave his life for the crew.

d. He helped his men repair the broken ship.

PartB
Which statement best supports the answer to Part A?
a. "They repaired their ships in frozen clothes that crackled as they
moved..."

b. "Sadly, Magellan was killed there during a battle."
c. "He called it Pacific, which means calm, peaceful."
d. "Magellan's voyage not only proved that the world was round, but also
that it was possible to sail all the way around it."

6.

Fill in this table. There can be more than one answer for each row.
a. "They hunted seals and penguins for food." (Paragraph 4)
b. "Much of their food was preserved with salt." (Paragraph 2)
c. "The men sailed on." (Paragraph 8)
d. "The sailors ate rats they caught on the ships." (Paragraph 6)
e. "Using the stars for guidance..." (Paragraph 3)

Type of Danger
Food went bad.

No good technology
They ran out of food.
They were attacked.

How they overcame the danger

Refer to "America by Tricycle." Then answer Question 7.

7. In this article, Janet Buckwalter describes the kindness she experienced
during her trip across the United States.

Write a thank you letter that Janet might have written to the fire fighters
who let her sleep in their firehouse. In the letter, please include some of the
other moments of kindness from other people that Janet would mention to
them. Include information from the article as you write this letter.

Refer to the articles "America by Tricycle" and "Magellan's Madness." Then
answer Question 8.
8. These two articles are about people who did very unusual things to
journey toward the Pacific Ocean.

Write an essay that explains some of the ways in which Janet Buckwalter and
Ferdinand Magellan overcame difficulties during their trips. Use details from
the articles to explain how they took their trips and solved their problems.
Use what you learned about them to support your essay.

